Agrostemma githago L. Corn-cockle

1766-2013
National Status: Unlisted, Extinct in Wild, Archaeophyte
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S Hants: Extinct (except as Infrequent casual) Archaeophyte

Now only as a reintroduction in ‘wild flower mixes’, when it is usually not persistent. As an arable weed there are
records from the 1930s near Broughton (SU33B), Shawford (SU42S) and near Oxenbourne Down (SU71E), and
from the 1940s from near Winkton (SU19S) and Burton (SU19X).

N Hants: Infrequent as a casual Archaeophyte
Introduced at some sites and increasingly being sown by local councils and surprisingly even by farmers in Higher
Level Environmental Stewardship agreements. Thought to have arisen from long-buried seed at Magdalen Hill
Down in ¢.1998, but despite some earlier encouragement by re-sowing its seed, it seems unlikely to persist there
much longer. Additional records since the publication of the Hampshire Rare Plant Register book in 2011 have
demoted this species to Infrequent and those extra records were all the result of deliberate sowing of seed.

Fyfield, Manor Farm SU2847, 2013
SsuU2947,
su3047
Fyfield, Manor Farm SU283471 12-Aug-13 ARGM  One plant at SU2839 4710 in sown strip along
field edge.
Fyfield, Manor Farm SU284471 12-Aug-13 ARGM  Single plants at SU2844 4711 and SU2846 4712
in sown strip along field edge.
Fyfield, Manor Farm SU285471 12-Aug-13 ARGM  One plant at SU2859 4717 in sown strip along
field edge.
Fyfield, Manor Farm SU299476 05-Aug-13 ARGM A few scattered plants in area sown for 'pollen &
nectar' that extends from SU2999 4760 to
SU3001 4764.
Fyfield, Manor Farm SU300476 05-Aug-13 ARGM A few scattered plants in area sown for 'pollen &

nectar' that extends from SU2999 4760 to
SU3001 4764.
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Casual at SU3562 4661 on disturbed ground close
to roundabout, where someone has evidently
sown a seed mixture.

Abundant from SU3654 4615 to SU3661 4619 and
evidently sown together with Chrysanthemum
segetum and Centaurea cyanus on large area
recently covered in topsoil.

Hedgebank, blatant garden escape from
neighbouring cottage

One taller plant at SU5081 2919, flowers going
over, shown to ARGM.

Four plants at SU5097 2920 plus two very small
plants at SU5096 2922 with flowers over. This is
the native form that seems to have narrower
leaves than the ‘garden form’ sold in seed
mixtures.

4 plants in laid chippings and suspected of being
introduced, but not a hortal form.

5 plants in angle between main E-W path and
loop path to N at SU5096 2921.

Fairly frequent in top NW Corner of Reserve, on
disturbed ground.
360 plants.

¢.150 plants in c.10 groups, on bare chalky soil of
new roundabout. Associated spp. include ...arable
weed spp... chalk grassland sp... It is probable
that seed of Agrostemma had lain dormant on the
site of a former cornfield. AB states that seed was
deliberately sown at this site.

Beside permissive footpath at west edge of field,
in a sown strip.

Sown in a strip along a field edge with Corn
Flower and extending for 200m to SU737360.

22 plants on dumped soil near Laurel Close,
evidently introduced.

Many plants with Cornflower etc in an unmown
patch at SU7458 2528. Seed clearly sown here.

One plant SU7490 4257. Probably of garden
origin. On permissive field edge path (divided by
hedge from track running westwards from West
End Farm) mulched with composted waste from
recyling centre located by Round Wood.

Full grid ref SU7491 6325. 15 plants within short
grass road verge, not obviously planted but no
arable fields nearby.



Long Sutton, SE of SU7546 1934-1947
Ancell’s Farm, Fleet SU8255 1943

Aldershot SuU8852 1985



